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Animals in the Garden  

Adapted from:  Life Lab “Earth, Planet of the Insects” from The Growing Classroom 

Overview:  Students will explore the many ways in which insects affect all life on earth. 

Subject area: Science, English Language Arts 

Grade level: 2nd  

Next Generation Science Standards:  

2-LS4 Biological Evolution: Unity and Diversity 

 2-LS4-1 Make observations of plants and animals to compare the diversity of life in different 

habitats. 

English Language Arts Common Core Standards: 

 2.W.8. ELA Recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to 

answer a question. 

Objectives:  Students observe animals in the garden, categorize animals as harmful or helpful, and write 

an animal story.  

Prep time: 15 minutes 

Lesson time: 30 minutes 

Teacher Background:  Young children are fascinated by garden animals and can find them in the most 

diverse places in the garden. This lesson demonstrates how different habitats support different animals. 

Try to have students observe as many different habitats as possible including the garden beds, rain 

garden, grass outside of the garden, and in different types of plants (brassicas, peas, potatoes, squash, 

etc.) When comparing animals within one habitat, you will often find that they consume different food 

sources, and might even avoid competing with each other. They will also have differing feeding 

mechanisms, such as chewing mouthparts, sucking mouthparts, etc.  

Materials needed: 

 Handout – one per student (attached) 

 Clipboards and writing utensils 

 Magnifying lenses (optional) 

Space needed:  School Garden 

Staff needed: 1  

Preparation step:  Identify garden animals that are active in the garden to be able to point them out to 

students. 
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Presentation steps: 

In the classroom 

1. There are many animals in the garden, particularly insects.  There are more insects than any 

other creature on earth. They have been around for at least 400 million years, whereas people 

have been on earth for only about 100 thousand years. And we are still discovering new 

creatures!  What are some things we already know about garden creatures? List responses on 

the board. What are some things we already know about insects? List responses on the board. 

What are some things you would like to find out about insects? List responses.   

In the garden 

2. Divide students into groups of four or five. Instruct students in each group to explore a defined 

area in the garden. (Designated beds, near the rain garden, outside the garden on the grass, in 

the compost bin, etc.)  

3. In their groups, have students quietly observe in their designated region for several minutes. Ask 

the following questions: What kinds of animals do you see? What are they doing? Are they 

eating? Are they being eaten? Have student look under objects, leaves, etc. after their initial 

observations. 

In the classroom 

4. Ask students to help make a list of the ways in which the garden’s creatures are harmful or 

helpful to us. Write responses on the board.   

5. Now ask students to pretend that, starting tomorrow, there will be no more animals. With their 

groups, ask students to write a paragraph about what life would be like without animals. How 

would things change? 

Conclusion:  Ask students to name three things they observed about animals in our garden. What are 

some ways animals are important to you? Are humans important to our garden’s animals? What might a 

harmful garden animal be doing? What might a beneficial garden animal be doing?   
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Animals in the Garden 

Quietly observe the animals in the garden. Then, answer the following questions with your group 

members. 

 

1. What kind of animals do you see?  

 

 

 

 

 

2. What are they doing?  

 

 

 

 

 

3. Are they eating? 

 

 

 

4. Are they being eaten?  
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